
The Wight Jewels in action.
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FIGURE SKATING
SWITZERLAND beckons for the Island’s
top synchronised figure skating team, the
Wight Jewels, after they were chosen to
represent Great Britain for a second
consecutive year at the Junior World
Championships.
The competition takes place in Neuchatel,
Switzerland, from March 10 to 12 and the
team will be looking to improve in their 19th
place gained at last year’s competition in
Sweden.
They have been picked not only for the junior

worlds but also for next month’s French Cup in Rouen, after enjoying an exceptional start to the season, winning
the Welsh Championships and retaining their British title, where the open and synchronised competitions were
held concurrently.
Keith Horton, chief executive of the National Ice Skating Association (NISA), which made the selections, said:
"This is only the second time the British Champion-ships has incorporated the Synchro Championships and
National Opens, which was an excellent opportunity to see how the teams perform in a big arena environment.
"It highlighted the wealth of talent we have in the synchro discipline and many categories were very competitive.
This made our selection process for these two major synchro events really challenging but we are extremely
confident that Aura (the team competing at the senior world championships) and the Wight Jewels will do NISA
proud."
Coach Terri Smith said: "We are all really excited about representing Great Britain again, and I am really proud
of them. 
"Since going to last year’s competitionm which was an eye-opener they have trained even harder to improve
their skating and their routines.
"Last year they came 19th and I’m confident they’ll do much better this year."
The team — comprising Nicola Baxter, Yelena Brown, Izzy Coeshott, Sabrina Danzig, Gemma Fishel, Mikki
Graham, Leah Hancott, Beth Howarth, Daisy Jones, Heather MacDonald, Alicia Mac-Intyre, Gemma Marsh,
Charlotte Mennie, Izzi Parkes, Keelin Scholes, Zoe Southwell, Becky Vockins, Emma Wilks and Louisa Wrighton,
aged from 12 to 18 — will perform a short programme to Pussycat Dolls’ Jai Ho, and a long programme to a
medley of Michael Jackson songs.
They train three hours a week on ice as well as an hour of off-ice training with their coaches, and now the work
has begun to perfect their routines as well as raise the money for their trip.
At Ryde Arena on February 13, the team is holding a sponsored skate where they will cover 150 miles between
them, and anyone wishing to sponsor them or find out more can contact Sharon Buckman on 07790 359510.
As well as sponsorship from Wightlink the team are also grateful for the support they have received from Planet
Ice, Vikoma, The Tomato Stall, Q-Matic, Island Pilates Centre, Shanklin Conservative Club, Island Rotary clubs
and Keith Newbery.
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